
 
Comprehension questions 

 
For any fiction text (or audio book): 

This can be for a picture book or a chapter book. Most of these questions are more relevant to 
younger readers up to year 2, but could be extended for older children as you get used to the 
style of questioning. Don’t feel guilty about using audio books -m they are a great way to get 
some free time to do chores etc especially if you can hear the book from wherever you are so 
can use comprehension questions to ensure learning is taking place. 
 
Front cover: 

- Who is the author? 
- Who is the illustrator? 
- What do you think the story is about? 
- What makes you think that? 

Early in the book: 
- Who are the characters? 
- Where is the story set? 
- What do you think will happen next? 
- What makes you think that? 
- What do you think he/she is thinking? 
- What makes you think that? 
- How do you think it will end? 
- Why? 

When you have finished the book / chapter? 
- Retell me the story? 
- What was the main problem that was fixed? 
- Who was the hero? 
- Who was the bad guy? 
- What would you have done differently? 
- How do you think the story would be different if it were written from the perspective 

of………….? (For example the wolf in Little Red Riding Hood.) 
- How do you think the story would be different if ……….. Had………….? (For example, 

Little Red Riding Hood took the road to grandma’s house.) 
Extension activities: 

- Draw the story as a comic strip 
- Draw an illustration of the characters and label them with their characteristics 



 
- Draw the setting from your imagination 
- Make finger puppets of the characters and retell the story 
- Write the story from a different perspective - for example the bad guy? 
- Change the main character then rewrite the story - for example Goldilocks and the three 

alligators. 
- Rewrite the story set in your house / home town? 
- Add a new chapter to the story where something else happens 
- Write some comprehension questions for your mum / dad  to answer about the book. 

 
For any non-fiction text: 

These questions are designed for a book rather than an article for example. Perhaps a page 
from an encyclopedia, or an entry from a history book etc. You could adapt them for 
newspapers or online articles as appropriate. 
Front cover: 

- Who is the author / publisher? 
- What do you think the book is about? 
- What kind of book is it? 

When you have read the introduction: 
- What do you already know about this subject? 
- What do you want to know? 
- Where is that in the book? (Use the index or the contents?)  

When reading the book: 
- What does that word mean?  
- How can we find out? (Glossary) 
- How is the text organised? (Headings, sub headings, bullet points, diagrams, information 

boxes, annotated diagrams, pictures etc.) 
- What information would you have included that isn’t there? 
- What was the most interesting thing you found out? 

What were you least interested in 
- What would you like to learn about next? 

Extension activities: 
- Add another chapter about something you are interested in, in the same style 
- Add a new annotated diagram that you think should have been included 
- Write a glossary entry for a work you didn’t know the meaning of 

 
 



 
For watching movies / TV shows: 

Keeping the number of screen hours down is in everyone’s best interests. If you do need a 
break and resort to TV watching then sit with your child and make them actively engage with the 
show rather than being passive observers. A great way of making the show or movie 
educational is to choose something that you also have in a book format so you can compare 
and contrast between the two. 
 

- Who are the characters? 
- Where is the story set? 
- What do you think will happen next? 
- What makes you think that? 
- What do you think he/she is thinking? 
- What makes you think that? 
- How do you think it will end? 
- Why? 
- How does it compare to the book / TV show / first movie etc. 
- Which character would you like to be and why? 
- Which character would you least like to be and why? 
- What would you have done differently? 
- Are the characters as you imagined (if read the book)?  
- How are they the same? Different? 

 
Extension activities 

- Act out the story 
- Create a story board for the story 
- Draw one of the characters and label the diagram with their characteristics 
- Draw a story map for what happened including; the characters, the setting, the build up, 

the  problem, the resolution, the conclusion 
 


